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Collaboration between Avant-garde Calligrapher Inoue
Yaichi and Art Dealer Unagami Masaomi:

The Formation of Inoue's Image and His Later Years

i T
MUKAI Akiko

Summary

This study focuses on the activities of Inoue Yaichi (3 EfH—) , an artist who produced
innovative calligraphy in the postwar period and interacted with artists both in Japan and
abroad, from the 1970s onward, and discusses his collaboration with art dealer and critic
Unagami Masaomi (# _E%EHRi) . In Japan, during the Meiji period, the art system was
developed based on the categorization of art originating in Western Europe, resulting in the
marginalization of calligraphy, a genre that did not exist in the West. Due to this historical
background, avant-garde calligraphers found it difficult to find a venue for their work. On the
other hand, Inoue met and collaborated with Unagami, which led to new developments in his
activities. Unagami's continued positioning and discussion of Inoue as an artist practicing
calligraphy as a contemporary artist offers new possibilities for updating the issue of
categorization surrounding calligraphy and art in modern Japan. The collaboration between
Inoue and Unagami is significant in that it addresses this issue, which has existed since the
Meiji period. However, just as Unagami did not recognize the complete writing (Ffi&) of
the "Yan Family Temple Stele (ZAICS %) " as a work of art, the issue of categorizing
calligraphy and fine art appears to continue to exist. In modern Japanese art, which were
strongly influenced by Western Europe during the Meiji period, the issue of drawing the line

between calligraphy and fine art appears to be complex and multi-track.
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