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More about Articulatory Prosody:
Comparison of Mandarin Chlnese .

and Japanese l 7i |.
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The term “Articulatory prosody” is used here to refer to how we articulate utterance
stress/prominence patterns. The focus here 1s on the jaw as a prosodic articulator; it
sets the framework for the movement of other articulators (tongue, lips, velum).
Increased syllabic jaw displacement signals stress/prominence information, which we
hear as acoustic changes in e.g. duration and formant frequencies. Signalling of
stress/prominence is also implemented by our Laryngeal Articulator by e.g.
increasing/decreasing F0O, as well as our Thoracic Articulator providing air flowing
through the vocal folds. The viewpoint here is that the Jaw Articulator works in
tandem with the Laryngeal Articulator (and the Thoracic Articulator) for
implementing prosodic changes in speech. The focus of this talk will be on
similarities and differences in articulatory prosodic patterns as evidenced by patterns
of jaw lowering for speakers of Mandarin and Japanese.
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