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Japan’s Emphasis on “the Rule of Law” in Foreign Policy:
Navigating Indo-Pacific Challenges

使用言語 英語
Prioritizing the maintenance of  a rules-based order has emerged as a 

fundamental objective for Japan in its effort to counter growing regional 
instability. Although IR research has addressed the rules-based order, it falls short 
of  examining “the rule of  law” within the framework of  a rules-based order. 
Hence, this paper investigates the importance and implementation efforts of  “the 
rule of  law” by the Japanese government. Considering the differences between a 
rules-based order and “the rule of  law,” we offer a novel perspective on Japan’s 
geopolitical and geolegal policies. In order to delineate the evolution of  the “rule 
of  law” as an independent norm within Japan’s foreign and security policy, a 
mixed-method approach is employed using the neoclassical realism perspective.
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