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Henry Vieuxtemps (1820-1881):
An Internationally Renowned Belgian

Violinist and Composer

The Belgian violinist, composer and teacher Henry Vieuxtemps (1820-
1881) became known throughout Europe, as well as in Russia and the
United States, meeting Paganini, Mendelssohn, Wagner and even
Berlioz who admired his works. His teaching and his music will mark
his most famous student: Eugéne Ysaye. This conference proposes to
examine the career of Vieuxtemps, through the sources available at
the Royal Library of Belgium (Brussels), an institution bringing
together the largest number of primary sources relating to this

musician.
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Marie Cornaz is curator of the Music Division at the
Royal Library of Belgium and lecturer in musicology
at the University of Brussels (ULB). After her
doctoral thesis dedicated to music publishing in

Brussels during the 18th century, she wrote

numerous articles and books dealing with musical
sources preserved in Belgium and Belgian musicians.
Her latest book, A la Redécouverte d’Fugene Ysaye

(Rediscovering Ysaye), was released in 2019.
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